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Water Iris
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All Water Iris prefer an acid medium

and do not tolerate lime. Ideal pH 5.5 to 6
Iris kaempheri / ensata (Japanese Water Iris). 

The flowers of this iris are large and eye-catching.

They are dormant / deciduous in winter and when they loose their leaves, remove the pot from the water, replacing it again in early spring once growth is 6’’ high.

Their native habitat supplies rich soil, well drained in winter dormancy and flooded in the growing period of spring and summer. Divide and  re-pot in late autumn or winter.
Iris chrysographes (Spring & Summer only), prismatica & setosa. 

These iris are also dormant / deciduous in winter.

     The Irises above have different growth characteristics to Iris with spreading rhizomes and don’t have to be re-potted as often.

Iris brevicaulis, fulva, louisiana cultivars, nelsonii, tridentata, versicolor & virginica. (North American water iris)

Iris Pseudacorus [ English Water Flag].

Iris Laevigata.

All these iris are ‘ever-green’ and have spreading rhizomes and if planted in pots should be checked regularly to ensure the plant is not pushing against the side of the pot. If so pot-up to the next sized pot.                                                                                             Divide & re-pot in late autumn or winter.

Most potting mediums will cause dis-colouration of water, if this is a problem source a potting mix made for water plants.

Slow release fertiliser tablets are also available for water plants but read the directions if you have fish.
Water Iris species include...


brevicaulis, chrysographes (seasonal) fulva, kaempheri (ensata), laevigata, louisiana cultivars, nelsonii, prisimatica, pseudacorus,


xrobusta ‘Gerald Darby’, setosa,


tridentata, versicolor and virginica.                         
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